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The OmniPod Insulin Manage-
ment System came into being
when a venture capitalistÕs son

was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes.
ÒHe did some research and quickly

realized that insulin pump therapy is the
way to go,Ó said John Garibotto, Vice
President of Research, Development
and Engineering for Insulet Corpora-
tion, the makers of the OmniPod
System. ÒBut he wasnÕt satisfied with
the existing technology. He gave me
some seed money and said, ÔGo figure
this out.ÕÓ

John pulled together a team of me-
chanical, electrical and software engi-
neers and set out to re-invent the insulin
pump, starting from a clean sheet of pa-

per. Five years later the result was a sys-
tem that does what other insulin pumps
do, but in a totally different way.

ÒOur goal in developing the product
was ease of use and convenience, with
safety and reliability as a given,Ó John
said. ÒEarly on we decided that a two-
part system made sense.Ó

The two parts of the OmniPod
System are the Pod itself, which holds
and delivers the insulin and can be at-
tached to various parts of the body; and
the Personal Diabetes Manager (PDM)
which is the ÒbrainsÓ of the system, and
controls the Pod through radio frequen-
cy technology. There are no tubes or
wires connecting the Pod to the PDM.
The Pod is watertight, so it does not 
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